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"Most people are bored, and as civilization becomes 
more and more mechanized they will become more and 
more bored. Nature is the only thing that is not 

boring." -- Alberto Moravia in The Saturday Review 


TIDAL MARSH PRESERVATION THEME OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Chapter of Nature Conservancy was held 
at Buck Lodge in the Connecticut Arboretum, New London, Connecticut, on Novem- 
ber 18. The meeting was focused on the acute salt marsh problem, with Mr. 
Roland Clement of the National Audubon Society speaking on recent developments. 
He outlined steps that are being taken to coordinate conservation efforts along 
the Atlantic Coast. A Coastal Wetlands Council has been formed to cover states 
from Massachusetts to Delaware. The Council is primarily a planning and coordi- 
nating agency. It will try to determine what areas are in need of preservation 
and then seek to stimulate local action for their acquisition. 


Mre Clement discussed the New York State program under which the state shares 
fifty per cent of the cost of acquisition of salt marshes by local communities. 
Several Long Island towns are taking steps to acquire wetlands under this pro- 
grame The National Audubon Society has prepared a booklet as a guide to local 
communities interested in preserving salt marshes. 


Representatives from the Connecticut Board of Fisheries and Game, the Forest 
and Park Association, Connecticut Conservationists, and Audubon Societies in the 
state were present at the meeting. After box lunches the group divided - one 

section staying at Buck Lodge for a workshop devoted to the coordination of 
efforts to preserve the coastal marshes. Others went on a field trip to the 
Mamacoke Island Natural Area. Part of this Natural Area is a salt marsh, and 
Dr- William Niering explained to the group different types of vegetation to be 
found there. 


OFFICERS ELECTED 
The following officers were elected at the Annual Meeting: 


Chairman: Dr. Richard H. Goodwin, New London 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Richard D. Wolf, Wethersfield 

Secretary: Mrs. Norman B. Newton, Glastonbury 

Treasurer: Mr. John Dunning, Burlington 

Trustees for 3 year terms: Mr. Henry Hicock, Cheshire 
Mr. Gordon leery, Morris 


FUNDS FOR THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 


Our Chapter Chairman is also Captain of a team for the northeastern section 
~ .~of the country working to raise funds to underwrite essential national operating 
expenses. To date about 68% of the $20,000 goal has been received. Another 
$6,500 are needed, and special contributions toward this fund will be greatly 

appreciated} 


NATURAL AREAS PRESERVED 


Dr. Goodwin reported at the Annual Meeting on a generous gift of an easement 
to a piece of marsh in the Mystic River by Mrs. Corinne Gallup. He also reported 
that Nature Conservancy has been named by Mr. Harvey C- Perry in a reverter 
clause in a deed of gift conveying about 100 acres of land in Stonington to the 
Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary. 


CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 


For the benefit of anyone interested in easements as devices to preserve the 
character of a piece of land, the pertinent portions of the Gallup easement are 
given below. 


"T, Corinne Gallup, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, for the consideration 
of One Dollar and other valuable consideration received to my full satis- 
faction of THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OF CONNECTICUT, INC., do hereby give 
and grant to THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OF CONNECTICUT, INC., its successors 
and assigns, while, until and so long as THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OF 
CONNECTICUT, INC., its successors and assigns, use the hereinafter 
described property as a nature preserv re for recreational, educational, or 
scientific purposes, in substantially its wild, natural character, and 
while, until, and so long as no improvements, excavations, filling, 
roads or ways are made, built or established thereon, except paths for 
pedestrian use only, a permanent and perpetual easement for the purpose 
of use as a nature preserve, as aforesaid, in and to a certain parcel 
of land situated on the easterly side of the Mystic River in the Village 
of Old Mystic, Town of Stonington, being bounded and described as 
follows: . » -" 
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THE MYSTIC RIVER 


The upper Mystic River, an extraordinarily productive spawning area for the 
flounder and a wildfowl sanctuary, is now being threatened by the construction 
of a marina adjacent to the Gallup Marsh. The Chapter, in cooperation with the 
Mystic Valley Conservation Council, is presently challenging the legality of 
the permit granted to the marina by the Water Resources Commission. Funds are 
being solicited to defray the cost of this action. About $1,000 has been 
received, approximately half the needed amount. 


SURVEY OF CONNECTICUT NATURAL AREAS TO BE PUBLISHED 


The Conservancy's Natural Areas Review Committee (Dr. Frank Egler and 
Dr. William Niering) has completed an ecological and vegetative survey of the 
fifteen natural areas in the state. The survey was financed by the Connecticut 
Geological and Natural History Survey and will be prepared for publication as 
one of the Survey's Bulletin Series. 


COMMITTEE TO STUDY RPA DATA 
Mr. Albert Foster of Weston has accepted the Chairmanship of a Fairfield 


County Committee to go over the data on Natural Areas compiled by the Regional 
Plan Association's Park, Recreation and Open Space Project. 


OPEN SPACE IN THE REGIONAL PLAN 


The Capitol Region Planning Agency, which has the responsibility of recom- 
mending a coordinated course of growth for some 27 towns in the Hartford area, 
proposes that one third of the Capitol Region should be reserved as permanent 
open space. The Agency has recently released a report containing suggested 
alternatives for a regional plan of development, and outlining its major pro- 
posals.- Stating that open space is the key to the Regional Plan, the Agency 
gives the following reasons for its importance: 


1. To provide space for recreation, watershed protection, wildlife 
refuge, agriculture, undisturbed natural areas, and other uses. 


2e To maintain and enhance the Region's beauty. 
3- To preserve the open character of the Hartford metropolitan area. 
4. To limit urban sprawl and help shape the pattern of development. 
5- To prevent development of unsuitable areas. 


Open space is defined in the report as “areas which are permanently restricted 
from intense urban development and which are accessible to the public or of 
benefit to the public. The unbuilt-upon portions of large residential lots, for 
example, do not meet these requirements." 


If development of the Region continues under present local zoning regulations, 
indications are that only 18 square miles would be added to existing park and 
recreation areas and open reservations, making a total of 72 square miles in 
open spacee The Agency proposes development under a Regional Plan which would 
result in 224 square miles permanently reserved for open space out of a total of 
659 square miles in the Capitol Region. 


Public and municipal reaction to this report will guide the CRPA in preparing 
a regional plan which can be used as a basis for the Region's development. 
Support is needed to insure that these generous proposals for open space will be 
included in the final plan. The Agency invites your comments. Copies of the 
report may be obtained from the Capitol Region Planning Agency, 914 Main Street, 
East Hartford 8, Connecticut. 


FEDERAL GRANTS FOR OPEN SPACE 


Federal grants for the acquisition of open space are available under Title VII 
of the Housing Act of 1961. Recognizing the importance of open space in the 
development of urban areas, the Act authorizes a program of $50 million in grants 
to states and local public bodies. The Federal Government will share up to 20 
and 30% of the costs of acquiring land for recreational, conservation, or scenic 
purposes. To be eligible for a grant the land must be designated for permanent 
open space uses under a comprehensive plan for the community. 


Further information may be obtained from Mr. Tracy B. Augur, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Urban Planning & Community Development, Housing and Home Finance 
Agency, Washington 25, D. C. 


TOWN CONSERVATION COMMISSIONS 


The last issue of the Newsletter told about recent enabling legislation 
permitting Connecticut towns to establish conservation commissions. The towns 
of Stratford and Glastonbury have such commissions; the Charter Committee of 
Newington has provided for one in the new charter which will come up for voter 
approval in the spring. The possibility of establishing a conservation com- 
mission is under discussion in many towns, with active planning going forward 
in Waterford, Groton, and Stonington, among others. 


To give you an idea of what a conservation commission can do for its community, 
outlined below are the activities to date of the Stratford Conservation Commission: 


It evaluated all town-owned lands and found that many were 
not dedicated properly and so recommended that the parks, 
recreation areas, and natural areas be dedicated. This has 
been done. 


It has made a survey of the town to determine the available 
open space. It is looking into some of these lands for possible 
town purchase. One tract has already been purchased to enlarge 
the town forest. Ten acres were purchased from the state to 
develop ponds and a flood control unit. Negotiations are under 
way with a local utility company to purchase lands adjacent to 
the company-owned stream for a natural area. 


It has worked with the Flood and Brosion Control Committee 
to develop one mile of new beach and to save portions of a 
marsh for a wildlife sanctuary. 


It has backed the proposal of the town planner to develop 
portions of the town forest for a natural park, museum, and 
scout area. 


It has utilized available technical services in the state. 
The Fish and Game Department technicians have spoken before the 
Commission and are prepared to make a study of town wetlands. 
The County Soil Conservation Service has provided services 
for land and water management and soil surveys. 


It has presented its program to town civic groups and to 
neighboring towns. 


MEETING PLANNED ON CONSERVATION COMMISSIONS 


A program devoted to conservation commissions and how to start one is being 
planned by the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, the Garden Club of 
America, and the Federated Women's Clubs. The meeting is scheduled for May 22, 
10:30 asm. = 2 pems, at Centinel Hill Hall, G. Fox & Co., Hartford. Chapter 
members will receive notices later with further details. 


GUIDE AVAILABLE 


A "Guide for Local Conservation Commissions" may be obtained from the Connecti- 
cut Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Hartford 15, Connecticut. 


WILLIAM WHYTE, JR., URGES STATE ACTION 


William Whyte, Jr., author of The Organization Man and The Exploding Metrop- 
olis, was the main speaker at the twelfth annual Connecticut Conservation Con- 
ference in December. Formerly an editor of Fortune Magazine, Mr. Whyte has 
resigned from that position to devote all his time to the problem of open space 
preservation. His latest book is Securing Open Space for Urban America: Conser- 
vation Easements. 


Calling 1961 a breakthrough year, Mr. Whyte said that although very little 
open space has actually been acquired in Connecticut, a lot of ground work has 
been laide He said the recent enabling legislation concerning conservation 
easements and conservation commissions has been a big step forward. As an 
example of what needs to be done next in Comnecticut, Mr. Whyte told of the bold 
and imaginative programs for land acquisition in New York, Wisconsin, California, 
and Pennsylvania, the Green Acres Act in New Jersey, and the Massachusetts 
Self-Help Program, which is tied in with local conservation commissions. Mr. 
Whyte urged a major program in Connecticut to preserve its open spaces. 


NOTES ON NATURAL AREAS AND SCHOOLS 


Members of the Advanced Biology Class at the Gilbert School in Winsted have 
established a nature trail on the Gilbert School Natural Area and have published 
a guide for the use of the trail. 


A nature trail has been laid out in the natural area at Litchfield High 
School. 


The Connecticut Mlucation Association Fall Conference at the Emersen Williams 
School in Wethersfield was devoted to "New Techniques in Teaching Natural 
Science." Teachers participated in a field trip in the natural area at the 
school, with a workshop and discussion peried following. 


At a recent meeting the Wethersfield Board of Education voted to seek funds 
from a foundation for starting a program of natural areas for all Wethersfield 
schools. 


The Glastonbury Sub-Chapter of Nature Conservancy and the Glastonbury Schools 
sponsored a conference in October on "The Use of Natural Areas for Schools." The 
program included talks on the values of natural areas, anda field trip ina 
wooded area at the Buttonball School with suggestions as to its use. 


The Farmington River Watershed Association, with the Children's Museum of Hart- 
ford and the Hartford Audubon Society, is developing nature trails at the Shade 
Swamp Wildlife Sanctuary in Farmington. The area is controlled by the State 
Board of Fisheries and Game which is assisting in this effort to open up 
opportunities for outdoor education at the Sanctuary. Written guides are being 
developed for the trails to cover all seasons. This Sanctuary, incidentally, 
has been saved from a serious highway encroachment. Members of the Conservancy 
were active in opposing this encroachment. 


YOU CAN HELP THE CHAPTER AND ITS PROGRAM GROW 
BY GETTING NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN THE CONSERVANCY! 


National Office: 2039 K St. N.W. Editor: Mrs. Edward A. Richardson 
Washington 6, D.C. 693 Chestnut Hill Rd., Glastonbury 
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